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CodeNEXT is not succinctly rewritten!

In fact, except for the Denver code, it is three times as 
wordy as any other recently drafted big city code, and its 
administrative chapter is fourfold fatter.
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While Opticos has suggested several improvements, 
CodeNEXT needs an even “deeper cleansing” in order to 
truly improve its transparency and functionality. 

For example, despite having been given separate chapters 
for processing and permitting, administrative and 
procedural provisions are still scattered throughout the 
document and need to be collected and aggregated. 
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For example, while variances are established in Article 
2F-1, variance criteria are in 4B-4. 

CodeNEXT still has too many “footnotes” and requires 
way too much “page-flipping!” 
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CodeNext appears to significantly diminish public input, 
involvement and influence by:

• allowing application extensions without public notice,
• allowing hearings to proceed with public notice errors,
• reducing required periods for posted and mail notices, 
• reducing required notice periods for board and council hearings,
• reducing required periods for public responses, and
• reducing required periods for administrative appeals. 
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CodeNEXT appears to significantly enhance staff authority 
by allowing them to:

• change standards and applications without public review,
• increase entitlements by 10 percent for “inadvertent” errors,
• resolve administrative appeals without holding public meetings, 
• replace nonconformities with other lesser nonconformities, and
• approve settlement agreements without City Council approval.
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The League of Women Voters has also recommended that 
most CodeNEXT procedural changes be stricken because 
they would diminish public input opportunities.
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In order to enhance public involvement, State Statutes 
allow cities to utilize “valid petitions” and “supermajority 
votes” in the exercise of their zoning authority.   

Valid petitions increase the role of those most directly 
affected by a zoning decision and supermajority votes give 
citizen boards extra influence in the process.

The applicability and procedures of these provisions need 
to be clearly and fully set forth in CodeNEXT. 
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Thank You!  


